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Drugs middle man jailed for three years

Drug dealer Gerald BenjaminSubmitted
picture

ADVERTISEMENT

Published Date: 23
December 2008

By Rob Middleton

A drug dealer who acted
as a middle man and
supplied crack cocaine
and heroin to an
undercover policeman
has been jailed for more
than three years.

Gerald Benjamin, 40, of
Grafton Street, Semilong, was
sentenced at Northampton
Crown Court after being
arrested during Operation
Metro.

The test purchase operation
employed two officers to pose
undercover as drug addicts
and target heroin and crack
cocaine dealers in
Northampton town centre.

Benjamin admitted 10 charges
of supplying quantities of the
two class A drugs on five
separate occasions between
July 16 and July 28.

The court heard that on every
occasion, Benjamin had used
the undercover officer's mobile
phone to place a call to buy the
drugs before collecting them
from a car near Marriott Street,
Semilong, in Northampton. On
every occasion he asked the
undercover officer for a small "slice" of the drugs he was supplying as payment.

Benjamin, who was hoping to start a business as a guitar teacher, supplied the drugs
which ranged in quantities up to 0.27g of crack cocaine and 0.14g of heroin.

Passing sentence, Judge Richard Bray said: "You were supplying heroin and crack
cocaine which are two of the most dangerous drugs being supplied on the streets and are
responsible for a great number of deaths in this country."

Judge Bray sentenced Benjamin to thee years and three months for each offence, to run
concurrently.

Tracey Townsend, 25, was arrested during the same operation when she acted as a
runner for Patrick Francis, 43, who was previously jailed for three years and four months.

Jamie De Burgos, prosecuting, said the test purchase officer Jo had called Francis on
August 13 asking to buy drugs.

She was directed to go to the bridge near to Northampton railway station when
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www.NightingaleHospital.co.uk
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www.WayAheadRehab.com
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Townsend turned up and supplied a single deal of heroin.

Townsend, of St George's Street, Semilong, pleaded guilty to being concerned in the
supply of class A drugs and was given a two-year community order with 12 months of
drugs rehabilitation.

Judge Peter Morrell said: "Take advantage of this order.

"A lot of public money is being spent in order to get you off drugs."
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Location: Northampton
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